
The Mill-
ville arts 
district  ––
and the 

entire region–– is 
excited about the 
upcoming appear-
ance of the U.S. Air 
Force Band of Lib-
erty Jazz Band, set 
for Friday, March 5, 
at Lakeside Middle 
School in Millville. 
 One of the 
reasons for the 
excitement is that, 
in addition to the 19-piece ensemble’s professionalism and 
repertoire of some of the jazz world’s greats, the concert 

is offered free of 
charge. You don’t 
even have to get 
tickets. Just show 
up at the Lakeside 
School’s Perform-
ing Arts Center 
on Friday night 
and pick your 
seat. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. with the 
concert starting at 
7 p.m. 
   The event is 
sponsored by 
Main Street 
Millville which, 
with the Millville 
School system,  
is picking up the 
nominal costs of 
presenting the 
concert. Marianne 

Lods, Main Street Director, said she was contacted by an 
Air Force representative who asked if Millville would be 
interested in hosting a performance of the jazz band, a sub 
group of the larger Air Force Band of Liberty, since the 
ensemble would be in New Jersey that week.
 “The Air Force classical group performed last year at the 
Riverfront Renaissance Center for 
the Arts (on High Street in Mill-
ville) and were impressed by the 
warm reception they received,” 
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    Upcoming Events
Friday, March 5
U.S.A.F. Jazz Band

Lakeside Middle School, 
Millville

7 p.m.; Free admission

Saturday, March 6
Bay Atlantic Symphony
“Disguised as a Child”

Selections by Gershwin, 
Tchaikovsky and Mozart with 

violinist Stefan Jackiw 
Cumberland County College 

Performing Arts Center; 8 p.m. 
(856-692-8499)

Saturday, March 27
Vineland Regional Dance Co.

Spring Concert
Guaracini Performing 

Arts Center, 
Cumberland County College

7 p.m.; See page 2
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Millville to host USAF Jazz Band concert

The U.S. Air Force jazz band is pictured above in a recent performance. Below, the camera captures 
a few band members in a spirited rehearsal.
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explained Lods. She added that mili-
tary bands are “outstanding” and that 
they always perform free of charge.  
The Friday night group will perform 
selections by Benny Goodwin, Miles 
Davis and Duke Ellington, among 
other jazz legends, she said, covering 
the gamut of modern American music 
from the big band sound to the more 
innovative styles of contemporary jazz.
 The USAF Liberty Jazz Band, a 
division of the Air Force’s Band of 

Liberty, is headquartered at Hanscom 
Air Force Base outside of Boston. 
It has been entertaining audiences 
throughout the Northeast since 1978. 
Air Force bands use their musical 
talents to raise troop morale, aid in 
recruitment, enhance community rela-
tions and preserve the national heri-
tage, according to the web site.
 Lakeside Middle School is at 2 
North Sharp Street, just off Delsea 
Drive. For more information call 800-
887-4957. 

(Continued from first page)

Jazz Band to present free concert

The curtain rises at 
7 p.m. on Satur-
day,  March 27, 

at the Frank Guaracini 
Jr. Fine & Performing 
Arts Center of Cum-
berland County 
College as The 
Vineland Re-
gional Dance 
Company 
(VRDC) 
kicks off its 
31st spring 
season. 
 The pro-
gram, entitled 
“Taking the 
Stage,” will show-
case three new works by 
VRDC Ballet Mistress 
Kelly Bocchetti Millar 
and guest choreogra-
phers Angelo Lemmo, 
Canton Ohio ballet’s 
resident choreographer 
and two-time Re-
gional Dance America 
Northeast Project Tier 
recipient; and Daniel 
Marshall, former profes-
sional dancer with the 
Dayton Contemporary 
Dance Company.  

   A highlight of the eve- 
ning will be a special 
multi-media tribute to 
the late VRDC friend 

and choreographer 
Jonathan Phelps and a 
re-staging of three of 
his most popular pieces 
choreographed for the 
VRDC. 
 Opening the eve-
ning’s performance 
will be an abbreviated 
version of the ballet 
“Shine” followed by a 
video memorial honor-
ing Phelps.
 Debut pieces include 

“Dies Irae,” a modern 
piece set to the com-
bined music from “River 
Queen” (an original 
motion picture) and “Re-

quiem.”
Tickets are $35.00 

for front mezza-
nine and front 
orchestra 
and $25.00 
for back 
mezzanine 
and back 

orchestra. 
Senior, stu-

dent and group 
rates of 10 or 

more are available 
in the back mezzanine 
or back orchestra at a 
discount price.  A pre-
performance cocktail 
reception from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. will be held in the 
Luciano Family Center 
for Public Service and 
Leadership.  Tickets for 
the pre-performance 
reception are $25.  All 
tickets are available by 
calling 856-691-6059 or 
by visiting 
www.vrdc.org.

Vineland Dance Company opens 31st season


