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Local writer celebrates Bridgeton history

O     nce a  work appears in print, the writer 
doesn’t often get the opportunity to 
revise, correct and embellish. Print is 
final, indestructible—unless there’s a 

second edition or sequel.
 Fortunately for Bridgeton’s posterity, there 
is Sharron Morita’s new version of its history, 
originally titled Bridgeton Impressions: 1686-1986 
and first published in 1986  when she was com-
missioned to write a commemorative book for the 
city’s 300th anniversary celebration.  The new 
expanded version, now called Bridgeton New Jer-
sey: City on the Cohansey, a Cultural & Heritage 
Commission grant recipient, was recently pub-
lished by the History Press of Charleston, S.C.  It 
will be showcased at a book signing on Saturday, 
Oct. 20, at Frank Burton & Sons, 333 W. Broad St. 
in Bridgeton, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 “The first version had a short deadline, and I al-
ways wanted the opportunity to re-do it,” she said. 
“It was mainly a commemorative, with limited 
printing. “ So when Flavia Alaya, local owner of a 
cultural resource consulting firm, referred her to an 
editor at History Press, she lost no time in pitching 
the idea for her revision. 
 “When a book has been in print for 25 years, 
its errors take on the gloss of fact,” she writes in 
the introduction. “One aim of this work is to cor-
rect the errors of the first edition. For example, 
scholars have discredited the ‘Wallum Olum,’ 
thought to be the authentic creation story of the 
Lenni-Lenape. ”  She also points out that “there is 
no doubt about the error of a statement that wor-
ship services were held in local taverns in colonial 
Cohansey Bridge/Bridgetown. Before the town 
had its own church, residents attended services in 

The cover of Sharron Morita’s book pictures a family gather-
ing for lawn games at a house on East 
Avenue in Bridgeton, circa early 1900s; 
and canoe parades and races at the city 
park and Tumbling Dam Park in the early 
decades of the 1900s.

(Continued on page 2)
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nearby churches, in the courthouse or 
even outdoors, but not in taverns.” 
 Although short at 118 pages, the 
book runs the gamut from Bridgeton’s 
earliest times as a Lenni 
Lenape settlement 
through the challenges 
of the present day. Fas-
cinating glimp-ses into 
the past are provided in 
such vignettes as that of  
an early 20th century woman physi-
cian, Dr. Mary Bacon, whose desire 
to become a doctor was considered 
a “scandalous choice” by her grand-
mother, and whose career lasted until 
the age of 77; in tales of those early 
Lenni Lenapes, described as “peaceful 
people at home in the woods and on 
the water” but  mocked by the more 
warlike Iroquois as “the old women” 
or “grandmothers”; and the role of the 
less admirable side of the region, the 
Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s.
Background 
 The author is not a historian but 
was trained to uncover  and interpret 
information as a journalism graduate 
of Syracuse University. Her interest in 
early history may have been sown at 

the university where local history was 
part of the curriculum, she said, and 
included a segment on the Iroquois 
connection. But when she came to 
Bridgeton she was surprised that the 

role of the Lenni Lenapes was 
largely ignored.    
 A native of the Finger Lakes 
region of New York state, she 
came to Bridgeton after gradu-
ation to work as a reporter and 
editor at the Bridgeton Evening 

News, hired by managing editor Ralph 
Brandt, who impressed her with his 
cordiality and kindness to the outsider. 
That was 47 years ago, and in the 
interim she met and married Dr. Paul 
Morita, a dentist, and remained in the 
area to raise their three children. She 
has also kept her hand in writing mode 
by freelancing for area newspapers 
and magazines. 
 Oh, and the reason why there are 
two “r”s in her first name? The doctor 
made a mistake on her birth certificate. 
 The book signing on Saturday at 
Burton’s will feature early photo-
graphs from past Burton exhibits, new 
images never exhibited before, and 
a few illustrations  of Bridgeton by 
James Petit Cox.   
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Joseph E. Polhamus, former 
Board member, dies at age 92
 Joseph E. Polhamus, 92, a former 
emeritus Cultural & Heritage Com-
mission member, died Sept. 28 at the 
Bishop McCarthy Residence.
 Born in Millville, he was a lifelong 
resident of Vineland. He owned and 
operated his own construction compa-
ny for many years and later was traffic 
safety coordinator for 16 years.
 Mr. Polhamus was past president 
of the Vineland Kiwanis Club, former 
advisor to the Key Club of Vineland 
High School, and past council member 

of the Boy Scouts 
as well as past 
chairman of the 
City of Vineland 
Democratic organi-
zation.
 He was pre-deceased by his wife, 
Ruth (Behler) and two sisters, Kath-
erine DeMartino and Fern Wood.Survi-
vors are his five children, Joseph Jr. of 
Linwood, Daniel of Vineland, Anne 
Swain of Pittsgrove, Valerie Polhamus 
of Vineland and John of Glassboro. 

Author revises historical book

  Book Signing
 Saturday, Oct.20
Frank Burton & Sons 
333 W. Broad St., 

Bridgeton
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


